
In our relationship with God we 
should desire to grow closer with the Lord. 
There are several spiritual disciplines and 
tools that we can practice to draw us closer to
knowing God. Richard Foster many years 
ago wrote a book entitled, Celebration of 
Discipline to aid the Christian community in 
our understanding of how we can develop a 
stronger relationship with Him. In 
Celebration of Discipline, there are 13 
disciplines that we can practice on our 
pathway to spiritual growth. 

These disciplines include meditation, 
prayer, fasting, study, simplicity, solitude, 
submission, service, confession, worship, 
guidance, and celebration. All of these would
be considered keys to God’s heart. Each day 
these practices can be used to seek intimacy 
with the Lord and to develop the steps to a 
passionate faith with Christ. “The disciplines 
are not an end in themselves or a way to earn 
favor with God. They are tools that help us 
seek God, get to know Jesus better and to live
life as he taught us.” (quote from Carolyn 
Slaughter’s book Following Jesus)

Over the years, I have learned to 
practice all of these disciplines, but the two 
that ministers the most to me in this season of
my life is prayer and study. Prayer allows for 
us to communicate with God and for God to 
communicate with us. Our prayer life 
requires us to depend on the Holy Spirit 
which speaks to us and can guide us in our 
relationship with Him. Spending time in 

prayer is more than us giving God a laundry 
list of our concerns and desires from the 
Lord. Our prayer time should be a delight, 
not just a discipline. When I think about 
prayer with God, I am joyful to be in a 
dialogue with the God of the Universe 
through his Son, Jesus Christ. 

Studying the Word of God keeps us 
grounded as we continue to build our 
foundation on Jesus Christ. God uses his 
Word to change us. Even though we attend 
church, serve in a variety of ministries, sing 
with joy, and bring others to Christ, we can 
remain unchanged and ignorant to the Word 
of God without taking the time to study 
God’s word. Studying the word of God 
entails repetition, concentration, reflection 
and humility. We must allow the word of God
to move us into a spiritual place of grace. 

Please join us in our study of the Word

on Wednesday nights at 6:30pm through

Zoom. (If you have a phone, you can Zoom.)

The book is entitled, 

I AM, Seven Powerful Claims of Christ.

If you are interested, please contact Pastor

Sutton at 810-938-8919.

In the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 

Pastor Sutton   

             ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~
 Contact Information:
Pastor Sutton –  810-938-8919
Church Phone: 810-655-4184
personal e-mail: 
angelicspirit8272@comcast.net           
Church email: smhumc01@gmail.com

 

 Our Mission: To cultivate relationships with the community while
teaching and ministering through love and faith in Christ.

2020

   Halsey Times 

Practicing the Spiritual Disciplines of
Prayer and Study 

mailto:angelicspirit8272@comcast.net


 

 
Sunday Mornings 

Parking Lot Service  9:30
also on YouTube

https://youtu.be/M9srHSXf8ys 
or go to our website

HalseyUMC.org
Click on Sermons

PLEASE submit newsletter items to Marie at
coaw8@comcast.net 

by the 20th of the month.  

           

SEPTEMBER

4 – Ashley Whitaker

9 – Ardith Neilson

10 – Jean Darnell

12 – Brandon Peterson

14 – Gary Bailey

19 – Donna Freathy

OCTOBER

2 – Darlene Drummond

4 – Jerry Giammarco

       Nancy Briggs

5 – Mary Kirk

7 – Denny Weaver

11 – Pat Peterson

        Tiffany Giammarco

14 – Kim Gordinier

15 – Kevin Briggs

The Morning Prayer Line
is active. 

Monday - Thursday 
at 8:30 am. 

YOU CAN JOIN IN by
calling 515-604-9097
enter Access Code

495095#

If you have a specific 
prayer concern or someone
who you would like us to 
pray for,  get in contact 
with Pastor Sutton,        
810-938-8919                
Beth Purdy 248-396-4059 
or Darlene Drummond 
810-348-3024 

Led by the Spirit of Jesus
Christ, we are  a 
welcoming and praying 
congregation devoted to 
growing and serving others.

PRAYER CONCENRS & UPDATES
Dianne Weaver is at Caretell Inn

Delores Smith is at HOME!!!

Roger Smith is at Genesys Rehab

Kathy George is in rehab at Wellbridge, Gr. Blanc

Stan Perry is at HOME and needs prayers.

Pat Peterson is recovering from surgery at home

Chuck & Parry Verostick at home.

mailto:coaw8@comcast.net
http://www.HalseyUMC.org/
https://youtu.be/M9srHSXf8ys


As United Methodist Women  our purpose is
to know God and to trust in His plan for each of us.

Yes, this has been a challenging season that we all are
experiencing.  But we are not alone.  God has been
right by our side.  Yes, we could complain and see

this time as a hardship OR we could see it as a
blessing.  We have found new ways to communicate,

to shop, to spend our time, to worship and find the
beauty of God in each day.  For me, I have found a

renewed relationship with Jesus.  I can see our Father
at work each day, not just in my community and the
world, but in ME. Just as Esther was placed to carry
out part of God's plan, He also has a plan for each of

us.  In His great wisdom, He has placed each and
every one of us here, in this place and at this time.

We can rejoice and trust in His plan.

As a unit of United Methodist Women, we are unable
to meet in person.  Yet, we CAN share in study of

God's word.  Pastor Sutton will be leading a study on
Wednesday nights at 6:30pm through Zoom. The

book is entitled,
I AM, Seven Powerful Claims of Christ.         

If you are interested, please contact Pastor Sutton at
810-938-8919.  

               

You can send 
your Tithes and 
Offerings to the 
church.  We continue
to “Be the Church” 
through   our giving.

Mail to:    Halsey UMC, 10006 Halsey Road,
Grand Blanc, MI  48439

South Flint 

The South Flint Soup Kitchen continues to be in 
ministry serving the people of Flint during the 
COVID-19 health emergency.  Clients are 
provided with a bagged lunch and beverage six 
days a week.  The staff are working with 
Catholic Social Services to obtain containers to 
resume serving hot meals on a takeout basis.  
Their food pantry is also distributing boxes of 
food, personal hygiene and paper products.  
Their clients include single parent families, the 
working poor, seniors and the homeless.

While we, at Halsey, are unable to serve 
breakfast, as in the past, we CAN continue 
ministering to the needs of this community.  Our 
financial participation is vital.  As a church we 
have sent financial support.  If you feel God 
encouraging you to offer additional help,

Donations can be sent to:

Checks: South Flint Soup Kitchen,                    
c/o Linda Squires, Eastwinds District Treasurer,          
119 S. Leroy St., Fenton, MI 48430

Credit Cards:                                Through
MightyCause   
https://www.mightycause/organization/South-Flint-
Soup-Kitchen

OUR FINANCIAL PICTURE AS OF 07/31/20

What we took in during the month $4,735.00
What we spent during the month $5,612.00

What we’ve taken in during the year $48,046.00
What we’ve spent during the year $41,375.00

Current Bank Account $25,816.00
Current Mutual Fund Value $60,522.00

https://www.mightycause/organization/South-Flint-Soup-Kitchen
https://www.mightycause/organization/South-Flint-Soup-Kitchen


 

For many years Beth Purdy has participated in 
the local CROP HUNGER WALK. 

The CROP Hunger Walks are interfaith hunger 
education and fundraising events sponsored by 
Church World Service and organized by CWS 
local offices across the U.S
These Walks help to provide food and water, as 
well as resources that empower people to meet 
their own needs.  25% of funds raised will STAY 
within our community. 

With large group restrictions in place, due to 
Covid 19, this year may look a bit different.  
Even if we can not walk, we can still participate. 
Between NOW and October.  

Donations can be sent to the church (NOTE in 
memo “CROP Hunger Harvest) OR you can 
make checks out to:  CWS/CROP and mail to 
Beth Purdy at 11351 Halsey Rd., Gr. Blanc, 
48439 During this crazy uncertain season of 

staying home, being under quarantine, 
not able to meet in groups or worship 
together, we were not left unattended.  
Pastor Sutton continued to lead and 
encourage us.  Through ONE CALL 
DEVOTIONS two and three times a week, 
Encouraging Messages each Sunday that
were available on You Tube or Drive-In 
Services (at South Mundy and Halsey), along 
with visits to those who were Shut-In / 
Hospitalized.  THANK YOU PASTOR for 
guiding your flock.  We Appreciate your 
Love for Jesus and dedication to us all.

Halsey Ad Council 
meetings will take 
place AS NEEDED.  
Notice will be sent out
when a meeting is 
called.


